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(54) SUPERCRITICAL FLUID WASHING APPARATUS 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a supercritical fluid washing 
apparatus capable of preventing the contamination of an article to be 
washed by heavy metals and simple in constitution. 
SOLUTION: A washing tank 1 is formed into a double structure and 
has an inner tank 5 comprising a nonmetallic material therein. The 
nonmetallic inner tank 5 houses an article 9 to be washed to bring the 
same into contact with a supercritical fluid. The supercritical fluid is 
introduced into the nonmetallic inner tank 5 and the gap region 
outside the tank 5 at the same time and the inside and outside 
pressures of the nonmetallic inner tank 5 are kept almost constant. 
Check valves 17, 18 prevent the movement of the supercritical fluid 
between the nonmetallic inner tank 5 and the gap region 1 1. 
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